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30% of city drivers fail
drugalyser test, study finds

BABALO NDENZE

A BTARTLING number of
Cape Town motorisls pulled
over al roadblocks have tested
positive for drugs, with a third
of Milchell's Plain drivers test-
ing poaitive for tik, according to
South Africa’s flret diug-driv-
ing repart.

Also, hall of the people
treated al hospitals for road
accident injuries lested positive
forr an Hllegal subsiance,

Thie tests were carried out at
roadblocks Letween April and
Nowvember, and the report put
together by Trimega Diagnos-
{ics, working with the SA
Police Service and traffic offi-
covs in Gauteng and the West-
ern Cape,

Ahout 80% of molorists
tester in Mitchells Plain, Hool
Ray and Sea Point tested positive
fionr elruigs in the Geld study using
the drugalyser launched offi-
cially yesterday

“The research showed that
nalionally motorists tested pos-
itive for aleohol in 26% of the
249 cases fested, whereas posi:
tive diug resulis were oblained

in 14%," the report said,

“after alechol, ampheta-
mines, methamphetamine and
cocaine were the most common
ditigs of impairmeni.

“There were 14 cases where
... drivers tested positive foraleo-
hol and drugs, bat there were
many more where the drivers
tested positive only for drugs,
Previously their impairment
would have gone undetected.”

The report sail althongh the
numbers were small, the per-
ceptage of people injurad in
accldents who tested positive
for drugs ranged from 27% to
55% in Cape Town.

“It was not clear whether
the injured patients were driv-
er'S or PASSENZErs.”

Ashley Uys, Trimega Diag:
nostics enfounder, said peopls
tested positive for drogs at all
hanrs of the day

“Some (ested positive at 10
in the morning. People use
thermn any time of the day”

The Department of Commu-
nity Safety says motorists
stopped at roadblocks and
found o heve drugs in their
system will not get away lighthy

“Wptorists visibly affected
by drugs and whose driving is
impaired will be arrested and
prosecuted. In these instances,
blood samples will be faken.”

The department said it was
consulting the office of the
Director of Public Progecutions
“to establish protocols and pros-
ecutorial puidelines" for dreiv-
ers' drug-related offences.

Community Safely MEC
Patrick McKenzie said work
hatl begun on changing the law
to include deiving under the
indluence of a drug.

In Bea Point, 59% of drivers
stopped tested positive for aleo-
hol, 85% for drups, and 23% for
both. In Hawl Bay, 82% tested pos
tive for alcohol, 33% for drags,
anel 33% for boih,

In Brackenfell, 70% tested
positive for sleokol and 15% for
drugs, and b Mitchell's Plain,
14% for lguor, 83% for tik, and
7% for hoth,

“The highest percentages of
positive cases for the drug
sCreens were (30%), recorded in
central Cape Town."”

The report said the findings
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suggested that under normal
Procedures, only 76% of - {ha
drivers impaived by aleohal and
driigs would have been detected.,
“The screening  deviges
alone would not serve as a basis
for prosecution, and provision
would need to be made for the
canfirmation of results through
labaratory testing," the report
said.

“The suspect should he
Iransported to a medical facil-
ity for a blood test.”

The drugalyser was piloted

ty MEC Patrick i
Diagnostics, lonks on,

Motorists to face blood tests after failin
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in Randburg, Gauleng, In part-
nership with the police, and
across the Westoern Cape with
umenemmmcmmunny
Safoty and the City of Cape
Town traffic sorvices.
Trimega said the research
findings would be used to seel
independent legal opinion
abuulmnmnflhn'll‘"snlmr
s ks
for people driving under
influence of drugs, align its
use with human rights and

Judicial processes, and assess

the drugalyser as an initlal

ishasuaﬂvsdmutnﬂ al the offi

vial launch of the drugalyser, as Avi Lasarow,
Pﬁ:’ﬂm‘BHENTCWGB\CH

iling drugalyser checks

sereening tool to be used in
combination with blood tesis,

Meanwhile, Cape Town's
Traffic Services says It has
Intensified its Safer Fostive
Season plan,

"Ata Green Polnt roadhlock
al the weekend, 10 people were
arrested for driving under the

uence and 71 were fined forr
driving defective or unlicensed
vehicles or for not having a drj-
ver's licence,” Merle Lourens,
principal  inspector and
spokesperson for Cape
Traffic Services, said.

She said that from Nover.
ber 17 to 23, the focus had heen
shilled to outstanding war.
rants of arpest,

The traffic department's
warrants team had arvestod 72
molorists, against whoi there

B45 warrants for Ryag 419
in fines, (

“"High-visibility patrals witi
be extended along the
roirtes, like the N1; N2 (Sott/er’s
Way), M5 (Krombooin Park.
wiay) and N7 (Vanguard
Drive).”
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